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SCHOOL SAFETY

I’m writing this on the last day of school for our students, and I want to say what a

job well done to all!  We – students, teachers, parents and community members –

have survived another year of schooling in the pandemic, and I am beyond grateful

that we’ve experienced this school year largely in-person. 

Board members attended the 2022 NMHS Graduation Ceremony last week and,

despite the periods of rain, it was an incredibly special night. Not only because we

celebrated the achievements of our students, but because we could do so 

I look forward to next school year, when my own
young children will be a little bit older, and we can
enjoy some Friday night football games and
hopefully more school events. First up is a school
picnic that the District plans to host at 4 p.m.,
Thursday, Aug. 25, in front of the high school.
There will be music, games, school registration
materials and food trucks – stay tuned for more
information!

together with no limitations on how many could come out to celebrate. Many students felt safe to be
unmasked, so we also had a chance to see their shining, happy faces!

Despite our individual differences, we are ONE community, and nights like Graduation help us to remember
that. A few weeks prior to graduation, I had the pleasure of attending the high school Drama program’s
production of The Addams Family musical, which was another fantastic showcase of our students and an
opportunity for community to come together in support of them. 

By Arla Shephard Bull

At the May school board meeting, Julie Lester’s 8th Grade Honors Humanities Class presented their Project Citizen
cumulative work, as they do every year. Project Citizen engages students in learning about policy and lawmaking.
The students choose a topic and work with legislators to creating effective change. This year, our students chose the
topic of school shootings. They presented a series of policy recommendations to admin to help them feel safer in
school. Days later, our nation experienced the horrific school shooting in Uvalde, Texas. 

Our administration plans to increase the number of active shooter drills in the secondary schools next year (currently
two take place, now it will be three), per the recommendation of Project Citizen students. Admin are also in
conversation about other measures. I encourage everyone to watch the minutes of the June 16 school board
meeting, fast-forwarding to the Superintendent update, where Superintendent Dana Rosenbach lists the ways that
we’re increasing or upholding student safety. Among these are preliminary conversations with Mason County about
adding a school resource officer to our campuses, paid for by the county. Mid-year, we added our own employed
safety officers, thanks to levy dollars. This greatly decreased fighting and incidents in our high school and middle
school hallways and parking lots. We are so grateful to have Scotty and Ricardo in our halls and would welcome
additional support to protect and keep our kids safe.

If you have any concerns regarding our schools, please remember to speak with your school’s administration, and if
your concerns are not resolved, please make an appointment to speak with the Superintendent. School board
members are also always available to discuss concerns. 
Have a wonderful summer and see you next year!
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